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MISSION STATEMENT

“Growing together in Faith & Love”

As a Christian community school life is based on the Gospel and the teachings of the Catholic Church and consequently to fostering a commitment to justice, and the equality of all people in the eyes of God.  Every child is encouraged to high ideals and equal opportunity is given to all pupils to develop their talents to the full.

SCHOOL AIMS

· To accept this each child is unique, a gift from God.

· A commitment to excellence in all things, so that each child reaches the fullness of their potential for faith, knowledge and personal integrity.

· To provide a caring and compassionate community where each individual feels valued and secure.

· To provide a learning environment that is attractive, welcoming and stimulating.

· To foster the development of the whole child as a person.

· To ensure continuity and progression throughout the school.

· To ensure that the special educational needs of individual pupils are an integral part of school life.

· To provide a variety of teaching and learning approaches to cater for all our pupils needs and abilities.

· To endeavour to do our best for our pupils in partnership with parishes and parents.

· To seek to serve the welfare of families who make up the school community.

· To work in partnership with the Diocese of Northampton to reflect in our school community the faith of the worldwide community.

· To provide an efficient cost effective school thus providing value for money.

· For pupils to apply themselves positively and with perseverance to a variety of tasks and physical skills.

· To enable pupils to develop lively, enquiring minds, imagination and the ability to question and argue rationally and with confidence.

· To enable pupils to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes relevant to their lives beyond the classroom.

· To enable pupils to use language and number effectively.

· To help pupils understand the world in which they live and the interdependence of individual groups and nations.

· To give pupils an appreciation of past and present human achievements and aspirations.

· To enable pupils to become willing to accept responsibility for themselves and others and to take the initiative where appropriate.

· To enable pupils to develop self-confidence and to obtain satisfaction and personal fulfilment at each stage of development.

· To eliminate unlawful discrimination and promote equal opportunities and good relations in all areas of school life.

NATURE OF MUSIC

“A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.”
(DfE National Curriculum in England: Music, 2013)

Intent


Music is a universal language that allows our pupils to express themselves as composers, performers, improvisers and communicators. We aim to inspire a love of music that not only develops a subject-specific skill set that exploring the interrelated dimensions offers, but also challenges children to consider their understanding of history, art, technology and culture. Our curriculum endeavours to expose pupils to the works of great musicians and composers (historical and current), and to develop an appreciation of quality listening and appraising. We are passionate that music belongs to every pupil of every ability. Our musical opportunities – whether it be curriculum time, instrumental lessons, whole-school singing or extra-curricular activities – nurture pupils’ talent and creativity, but most importantly, teaches our children to use their voices, take part and celebrate their unique gifts.
Implementation
Music is delivered weekly during designated half terms throughout the academic year. Lessons are taught by music specialists from the MK Hub & MK Co-op who follow an established, consistent structure that is practical, interactive and allows children to apply their knowledge and interpretation of all key musical skills: listening, appraising, improvising, composing and performing.

Music is inherently embedded into our school culture, with festivals, hymn practices, weekly singing assemblies, peripatetic lessons and whole-class ensemble tuition accessible to all children. We aim to ensure that all pupils:

· Appreciate and accept a diverse repertoire of music that encourages rich connections with history, culture and their society.
· Develop a secure, musical knowledge that underpins all interrelated dimensions.
· Reflect upon their work, the work of their peers and work of other composers and musicians; utilising effective musical terminology throughout this process.
· Have the opportunity to access a range of instruments and refine the appropriate skills to use their preference competently and with confidence.
· Value the importance of music as a way to express ourselves freely and creatively.
Impact
We believe our children will:

· Be passionate, determined and engaged musicians.
· Develop personal qualities that will be beneficial in their daily lives and the wider world as sound communicators, collaborators and confident performers.
· Understand their own musical society, history and culture, alongside an appreciation of others’.
· Take pride in their independent creativity, and allow for thoughtful reflection and improvements.
· Appreciate the contribution of others, and the benefits of successful, cooperative teamwork.
· Value music as a provider of unity, communication and opportunity.
TEACHING & LEARNING

Our music curriculum begins in nursery. Music is interwoven through all areas of learning and development. It is a way of exploring, communicating, and adding another dimension to the pupil experience. Interacting with others through music, whether this be with one person or a group, is a unique expression of feelings not found in other subjects. As a school we believe passionately that music is a core component of children’s learning and should be shared with young children to ensure that they have a broad, balanced and rounded experience within childhood and beyond. All vocal communication is comprised of musical elements such as pitch, rhythm and timbre, demonstrating that musicality is an intrinsic part of being a human being. 

We build upon this strong foundation as the children progress through the school with a music curriculum that incorporates Sparkyard’s Music Curriculum Scheme. This is aligned with the National Curriculum for Music and incorporates a wealth of suggestions made in the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum (MMC) Guidance, published by the DfE in 2021. The Sparkyard Music scheme provides a clear and progressive sequence of musical activities. It uses a skills-based approach where key musical concepts and themes are developed and revisited across the year groups, building on knowledge, and understanding at every stage.

This scheme provides clearly sequenced units and lessons with week-by-week support for each year group. There are lesson plans, assessment documentation, a clear learning progression as well as engaging and exciting songs and resources to support every lesson. It follows a spiral approach to musical learning, with children revisiting, building, and extending their knowledge and skills incrementally. In this manner, their learning is consolidated and augmented, increasing their musical confidence, and enabling them to go further. Teachers can adapt their teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of the children they teach.

In addition to following the Sparkyard curriculum, as a school, we work closely with Milton Keynes Music Education Hub. 

We buy into their services to ensure each class has the opportunity to be taught by a music specialist teacher. We believe it is crucial for every child to develop their music skills through high quality, progressive and wide-ranging musical experiences. 

This also enables class teachers an opportunity for CPD (Continual Professional Development), by working collaboratively with the specialist teacher.

In Key Stage 1, Infant Brass and Elfin Strings are offered to children in year 2. These lessons are taught in groups for 40 minutes and offer the opportunity to develop their musical learning through playing the pocket trumpet or a violin or cello.

During the lessons, the children will be singing songs and chants; listening to and moving to recorded music; using visual, aural and kinesthetic ways of learning about pulse, metre and rhythm; learning how to notate and read pitch and rhythm notation from reduced scores.

In Key Stage 2, Guitar, Flute, Violin, Cello, Trumpet, and Baritone lessons are available.

Year 4 participate in a year-long instrumental pathway programme. We alternate between woodwind and brass instruments and offer subsided lessons in year 5 to encourage the continuation of instrumental lessons.

The Rocksteady programme is also offered to the children at our school. It offers a different opportunity for our children to progress musicianship, confidence, and teamwork skills, with no prior experience necessary.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
To increase educational opportunities, we follow a broad and balanced music programme that is relevant and open to all irrespective of their attainment, aptitude, aspirations or intentions, that is fair and unbiased in terms of the gender of the young person and his or her ethnic or cultural background. We aim to present exciting and interesting work to encourage all to participate to the best of their ability.

DIFFERENTIATION
Within any class or year group, it is clear that children will not all be of the same ability, some may have excellent singing voices, or a good ear for following a rhythm/beat and repeating it or playing it on an instrument. Many music lessons will be class lessons.  As far as possible, we aim to make our teaching programme to the abilities, attainment, interests and experiences of the pupils.

We aim to give children opportunities to join in, participate to the best of their ability.  Teaching programmes and lessons are adapted and modified when necessary: - to consolidate previous work, break down learning into smaller teaching targets/objectives for those children requiring that and extended to meet the needs of the more able within the class group.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment should be as simple and straight forward as possible, and should be based on teachers own judgement of children’s classroom work.  On-going, termly, assessments are an integral part of the teaching process and inform planning.
RECORDING & REPORTING PROGRESS
1. Recording of teacher’s observations of pupil’s progress is recorded on children’s work where appropriate.

2. Assessments take place at the end of each term.
3. A separate individual report for each child having lessons from Milton Keynes Music Cooperative staff is sent home to parents.

REVIEW

The policy has been agreed by all staff and approved by the governing body.  Its implementation is the responsibility of all teaching staff.  This policy will be reviewed annually.

